
 
 
 
 
March 2, 2017 
 
 
 
Dr. Judy Holmes 
President 
Brown Mackie College - Salina 
2106 S. Ninth St. 
Salina, KS 67401 
 
 
Dear President Holmes: 
 
This letter serves as formal notification and official record of action taken concerning Brown Mackie College - Salina by 
the Institutional Actions Council of the Higher Learning Commission at its meeting on February 27, 2017. The date of this 
action constitutes the effective date of the institution’s new status with HLC. 
 
Action. IAC continued the accreditation of Brown Mackie College – Salina until June 30, 2018 or until the institution 
closes, whichever occurs first. 

 
Further, IAC voted to change the team’s evaluation of Criterion 5A from “Met” to “Met with Concerns” with the 
following evidence and determined a monitoring report should be submitted. 

 
Interim Report. An Interim Report due 4/27/17 that includes: confirmation of financial viability, including a Letter of 
Intent from EDMC confirming its financial support of Brown Mackie College throughout its teach out, and a multi-
campus report on the Birmingham Branch Campus that specifically includes campus enrollment, instructional resources, 
financial resources, instruction and oversight, assessment and evaluation, staffing, and student support. 

 
Rationale: Previous IAC action on January 23, 2017 approved the institution’s June 2016 teach-out plan for the closing of 
the institution effective 6/30/2018.  Although approval of the plan was pending at the time of the team visit, the purpose of 
the visit was to reaffirm accreditation.  The team conducted a comprehensive visit at the main campus and included no 
multi-campus visits. The team did review the teach out plan and conducted additional discussions with the institution 
regarding the institution's capacity to properly conduct the teach out.  While the institution confirmed EDMC’s 
commitment to support the college through its teach out, which is estimated to be $6M, there exists no written 
confirmation from EDMC.  It would seem to be prudent to request a written Letter of Intent from EDMC, especially in 
light of the parent company’s current financial challenges as stated in the audit information provided, which demonstrates 
some uncertainty in the financial viability of EDMC.  Furthermore, Brown Mackie College is dependent upon the 
financial support of EDMC, especially during the period of declining enrollment and revenue since the announcement in 
June 2016 of its proposed closing.   
 
In two weeks, this action will be added to the Institutional Status and Requirements (ISR) Report, a resource for 
Accreditation Liaison Officers to review and manage information regarding the institution’s accreditation relationship. 
Accreditation Liaison Officers may request the ISR Report on HLC’s website at http://www.hlcommission.org/isr-request. 
 
Information on notifying the public of this action is available at http://www.hlcommission.org/HLC-
Institutions/institutional-reporting-of-actions.html. 
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If you have any questions about these documents after viewing them, please contact the institution’s staff liaison Anthea 
Sweeney. Your cooperation in this matter is appreciated. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Barbara Gellman-Danley 
President 
 
CC: ALO


